
TYLER RAI 
tylerrai.com    //     tylerrai1000@gmail.com 
 
Born 1991, New York, NY. Lives and works in Santa Cruz, CA. 

Education 

2026 ​ MFA Environmental Art + Social Practice, University of California Santa Cruz 

2015​ Certificate in Expressive Arts Therapy, The Tamalpa Institute 

2013​ BA in Dance + Community Studies, Bennington College 

Group Exhibitions 

2026​ Picking Up Shells Amid a Tsunami, MFA Thesis Exhibition, Sesnon Gallery, Santa Cruz, CA. 

2026​ Ecology of Presence, Eloise Pickard Smith Gallery, Santa Cruz, CA. 

2025​ Amending Worlds Exhibition, Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History, Santa Cruz, CA. 

2025​ To See This Place: Awakening to Our Common Home, Fairfield University Art Museum, CT.  

2025​ To See This Place: Awakening to Our Common Home, MOCRA, St. Louis, MI. 

2023​ Material/Inheritance, Jewish Museum of Maryland, Baltimore, MD. 

2022​ the color of there seen from here, the color of where you are not, Vital Spaces, Santa Fe, NM. 

2021​ Works on Water Biennial, Governors Island, NY. 

Performances 

2026​ STONE SOUP: a ruin is a body is a home is a stone, Indexical, Santa Cruz, CA. 

2025 ​ WAKE, Reforestors Lab, Williamsburg, NY. 

2024 ​ signal, Loculus Performance Space, Holyoke, MA. 

2023​ flooding is what they call it, Fidget Space, Philadelphia Fringe Festival, PA. 

2022 ​ Unlocking the Air, School for Contemporary Dance & Thought, Northampton, MA. 

2021 ​ tidewater studies, Governors Island, NY. 

 



 

2020 ​ glacial erratics/for those who harbor, ARC Pasadena, Los Angeles, CA.  

2019 ​ echo dune, SPACE Gallery, Portland, ME.  

2019 ​ for laurentide, Judson Church, NY.  

Residencies 

2026​ Studio Residency, Winslow House, Vallejo, CA. 

2023​ Studio Residency, Santa Fe Art Institute, Santa Fe, NM. 

2023​ Guest Artist Residency, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ. 

2022 ​ Guest Artist Residency, Bennington College, Bennington, VT. 

2022​ Studio Residency, Black Hole Hollow, South Arlington, VT. 

2021 ​ Works on Water Residency, Governors Island, NY. 

2019 ​ Studio Residency, MakeRoom, Minneapolis, MN. 

2018 ​ Studio Residency, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA.  

2018 ​ Studio Residency, Earthdance, Plainfield, MA.  

Fellowships 

2024 - 2025​ Norris Center Art + Science Fellow, UCSC 

2024 - 2025​ The Humanities Institute Graduate Student Fellow, UCSC 

2024-2025​ Research Fellowship, Art Department, UCSC 

2024-2025​ Professional Development Fellowship, Deans Office, UCSC 

2023 - 2024​ Artist Fellow, Assets for Artist at MassMoca, North Adams, MA 

2023-2024​ Creative Producer Fellowship, Beth Morrison Projects, Brooklyn, NY 

2022-2023​ Massachusetts Cultural Council Fellowship, Northampton, MA 



 

2020 - 2021​ New Jewish Culture Fellow, Brooklyn, NY 

2019 - 2020​ In Kinship Archives + Performance Fellowship, Orono, ME 

Teaching 

2025 - present​Teaching Assistant, 2D Animation, UCSC 

​ ​ Teaching Assistant, Foundations in Drawing, UCSC 

2024 - 2025​ Teaching Assistant, Women and Music, UCSC​ 

​ Teaching Assistant, 3D Foundations, UCSC 

​ Teaching Assistant, 4D Foundations, UCSC 

​ Teaching Assistant, Intro to Theatre Design, UCSC 

2023​ ​ Guest Lecturer, Intro to Dance Studies, Rutgers University 

2022​ ​ Guest Lecturer, Dance Improvisation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

2022​ ​ Instructor, Multisensory Practices, Inspiring Girls* Expeditions, Homer, AK 

2021​ ​ Guest Lecturer, Intro to Science Communication, UMass, Amherst, MA 

2017​ ​ Guest Lecturer, Embodied Practices for Visual Artists, UMass, Amherst, MA 

 

Publications 

2026         Glacial Till, Roadsides Journal, Collection No. 15 "Cryosphere" 

2025         Anthology for Listening Vol. II, Bureau for Listening, Denmark 

2022         The Earth Of: Aggregate in Repose Anthology, Arts Letters & Numbers 

2021         Flood Drafts: A Field Guide for Sensuous Repair, published by LOAM Press 

2020         Altered Forms: Inheritance, Contact Quarterly Magazine 



 

2020         reverberations of a rupture, Tendon Magazine 

2020          Safe Travels, ON CARE Anthology, published by MA Biblioteque, London 

2017          Between Walled Rooms: Tyler Rai on Ivy Baldwin’s “Keen [No. 2]”, Culturebot Magazine 
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